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This report is written in Irish. An English translation of the report is provided at the end of the 
report 

Tá an tuairisc seo scríofa i nGaeilge. Tá aistriúchán Béarla den tuairisc ar fáil ag deireadh na 
tuairisce. 

What is a curriculum evaluation? 
Curriculum evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the 
Primary School Curriculum (1999), the Primary Language Curriculum (2019) and the Primary 
Mathematics Curriculum. They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where 
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school. 

How to read this report 
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Irish under the following 
headings: 

1.  
2.  
3. The effectiveness of school planning, including school self-evaluation (SSE), in 

 
 

continuum which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides 
examples of the language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the 

 

Included in this curriculum evaluation report is a pupil-friendly page that provides information for 
the children/young people in your school about the inspection that occurred recently. It outlines 
for them some of the main findings and recommendations. The board of management of the 
school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the findings and recommendations of 
the report, and the response of the board will be found in the appendix of this report. 

 

Actions of the school to safeguard children and prevent 
and tackle bullying 
 

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation 
anti-bullying procedures were conducted: 
Child Protection Bí Cineálta 
4. The name of the DLP and the Child 

Safeguarding Statement are prominently 
displayed near the main entrance to the 
school / in the reception area. Following 

procedures 2025, it is also required to 
display a student-friendly version 
incorporating the name of the DLP beside 
the CSS. 

5. 
statement has been ratified by the board 
and includes an annual review and a risk 
assessment. 

6. All teachers visited were aware of who to 
go to if they had a child protection 
concern. 

4. The school has developed an anti-
bullying policy using Appendix A of Bí 
Cineálta, it is reviewed annually (or 
earlier if required) and includes a 
student/pupil friendly version that is 
displayed where students/pupils and the 
school community can see it. 

5. -bullying policy is 
published on its website and/or is readily 
accessible to board of management 
members, staff, parents and 
students/pupils. 

6. The board of management minutes 
record that the principal provides an 
update to the board at each ordinary 
board meeting that meets the 
requirements of Bí Cineálta. 

 



The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.  



Curriculum Evaluation 
Date of inspection  17/09/2025 

Inspection activities undertaken 

 Discussion with principal and teachers 
 Review of relevant documents  
 Pupil focus-group interview 

 Observation of teaching and learning  
  
 Interaction with pupils  
 Feedback to principal and teachers 

 

School context 
Kilglass National School is a co-educational school. The school is located in Enniscrone, County 
Sligo. The Catholic Archbishop of Killala is the patron of the school. There are five mainstream 
teachers, including the principal, and one special education teacher in the school. 114 pupils were 
enrolled at the time of the evaluation. 

inclusion, Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS).  

Summary of main findings and recommendations 

Findings 

 The quality of the omes in Irish was very good. 
 The quality of the  
  
 School planning for Irish, including school self-evaluation, was very good. 

Recommendations 

 The teachers should provide pupils with a range of reading resources in each classroom, 
including big books and fiction and non-fiction books. 

 The teachers should review the way in which progress in Irish is assessed on a whole-
school basis. 

 

Detailed findings and recommendations 
 

 
 
The quality of the the pupils 
enjoyed learning Irish and learning through the medium of Irish. The pupils were motivated to 
learn and had a very positive attitude towards the Irish language. 
  
The p The pupils regularly used informal Irish to ask 
and answer questions. The pupils performed a wide range of songs, poems and rhymes, which 
they really enjoyed. In the junior classes, oral language was being developed through play. The 
pupils in the middle and senior classes had very good communication skills in Irish. In the focus 
group discussion, the pupils stated that they found it easier to learn Irish when they were given 
the opportunity to use Irish with their teachers and friends throughout the day. For example, one-
to-one conversations, songs, poems and rhymes helped them use and learn Irish.  

The pupils in the junior classes had opportunities to develop pre-reading skills by listening to 
stories being read by the teacher. In the middle and senior classes, the pupils read passages and 
poems in small groups, in pairs, and individually. In order to support the quality of the 
learning outcomes in Irish, the teachers should provide the pupils with a range of reading 
resources in each classroom, including big books and fiction and non-fiction books. 



Good examples of writing based on Mé Féin were on display in the classrooms. The 
pupils participated in writing tasks, with those in the middle and senior classes composing short 
stories with their teacher. In the best-practice settings, a focus on language awareness was a 
feature of learning. The pupils wrote accurate sentences in Irish, based on the use of the past 
tense in Irish. The teachers showed the pupils the importance of the long accent in Irish. The 
teachers taught Irish grammar in context, and there was a direct link between reading and writing 
in Irish.  

In the focus group discussion, the pupils reported that they had participated in a large number of 
local activities, such as Lorg na Scéalaíochta/The West Sligo Story Trail, in partnership with Sligo 
Education Centre and other schools in the area. Lorg na Scéalaíochta provided pupils with the 
opportunity to celebrate local heritage through music, song, dance and storytelling. The pupils 
displayed great pride in their work based on legends from Dúchas, the National Folklore 
Collection.   
 

 
 

The quality of learning experiences to support the 
learning settings visited, the pupils were fully engaged in meaningful learning activities which had 
clear outcomes. It was clear that the pupils regularly participated in challenging learning activities 
in order to improve their Irish.  

A very pleasant atmosphere and a highly supportive relationship between the teachers and the 
pupils was evident in all classrooms. The teachers used very effective classroom management 
skills. Excellent use was made of puppets, concrete materials and language games in order to 
motivate the pupils. The pupils in the focus group reported that their progress in Irish was greatly 
enhanced when they had opportunities to perform meaningful tasks with their teachers and 
friends. The pupils took part in fun language games in the junior classes. The pupils in the senior 
classes had regular opportunities to engage in one-on-one conversation and enjoyable tasks in 
reading and writing.  

The pupils in the focus group reported that they had regular opportunities to celebrate Irish-
language awareness, for example through Gaelic football. The pupils were very proud of their 
performances over the years, for example, An Garbhán, Dráma na Nollag, and Dubhán Muc 
Dubh. The pupils in the middle and senior classes particularly enjoyed taking part in the school 
assembly each month. They also really enjoyed using Irish in other subjects, for example in the 
Arts, Physical Education and History. 

The t
standard displayed in a number of learning settings. Overall, the teachers were well prepared for 
the lessons observed. They used fun teaching methods to motivate the pupils and improve their 
standard of Irish.  

The teachers made effective use of digital technology as a teaching tool. For example, the 
understanding of Irish was supported through the use of a teacher-designed presentation based 
on the song that the pupils were learning. In all classrooms, there were displays that included a 
variety of phrases, vocabulary and pictures related to the theme under discussion. The pupils in 
the focus group reported that they enjoyed learning new information when provided with an 
attractive learning environment.  

In the best-practice settings, the communicative approach was implemented very effectively to 
teach, practice and consolidate new language. For example, the pupils participated in language 
games in groups and pairs.  

Assessment of Irish learning was good overall. During the inspection, a checklist was employed 
to assess the use and understanding of Irish in the junior classes. Assessment of Irish learning 
was good in the middle and senior classes. For example, some written feedback had been 
provided to the pupils in their copybooks. The teachers made very effective use of questioning in 
order to 

he 
teachers review the way in which progress in Irish is assessed on a whole-school basis. 



 

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in 
 

 
School planning for Irish, including school self-evaluation and the DEIS action planning process, 
was very good. There has been an emphasis on spoken Irish in the school over the past few 
years, with the pupils making progress in their spoken Irish as a result. 

The leadership shown by the principal has been central to implementing a consistent approach 
to teaching and learning throughout the school, particularly in mainstream classes.  

 
  



For the pupils of Kilglass National 

School about their learning in Irish

Date of inspection: 17/09/2025

Introduction 
Your school had an inspection of Irish recently. This 
page for pupils describes what the inspector found 
and gives ideas about what the school should do to 
make learning better.

What did the inspector do during the visit?
The inspector visited classrooms and talked to 
teachers and pupils about the work they were doing. 
An inspector also met with a focus group of pupils to 
talk to them about their learning.

What did the inspector find?
Here are some of the main things:

The p
The teachers provided pupils with a large number 
of enjoyable learning activities, for example, 
meaningful and enjoyable language games.
The classroom teachers taught lessons which 
encouraged the pupils to use and learn Irish.
School planning for Irish was very good.

What the inspector said the school should do to 

make learning better

The teachers should provide a variety of books for 
the pupils in the school, including, for example, 
big books and fiction and non-fiction books.
The teachers should review the way in which 
progress in Irish is recorded on a whole-school 
basis.

Thank you for taking the time to read this page. A special thank you to 
pupils who took part in the focus group.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

 
 

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

 

 

 

Submitted by the Board of Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report      

 

The Board of Management of Kilglass National School welcomes the publication of this 
Curriculum Evaluation Report on Gaeilge and commends the staff and pupils on the very 
positive findings therein. 

The Board is pleased that the report acknowledges and affirms the very good quality of the 
pupils learning outcomes in Gaeilge, the very good quality of teachers' practice and the very 
good school planning for Irish, including school self-evaluation. 

In particular, the Board appreciates that the very pleasant atmosphere and highly supportive 
relationship between the teachers and pupils is captured in the report. The Board applauds the 
school staff for the excellent quality of the learning experiences to support learning in Gaeilge. 

 

Part B   Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection 
activity to implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection 

 

In Kilglass National School, we value and promote a culture of continuous self-evaluation and 
improvement and therefore the Board of Management welcomes the recommendations made in 
this report. 

  

We appreciate the valuable insights from this report and remain committed to continuous 
improvement in our Gaeilge curriculum delivery. The recommendations in the report enable us 
to plan the next stages in our teaching, learning and assessment journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the 
continuum, which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language 

area. 

Level Description Examples of descriptive terms 

Excellent Provision that is excellent is 
exemplary in meeting the needs of 
learners. This provision provides an 
example for other schools and 
settings of exceptionally high 
standards of provision. 

Excellent; exemplary; outstanding; 
exceptionally high standard; with very 
significant strengths 

Very good Provision that is very good is very 
effective in meeting the needs of 
learners and is of a very high 
standard. There is potential to build 
on existing strengths to achieve an 
excellent standard.  

Very good; of a very high quality; very 
effective practice; highly commendable; 
very successful 

Good Provision that is good is effective in 
meeting the needs of learners. There 
is need to build on existing strengths 
in order to address the aspects to be 
developed and achieve a very good 
standard.  

Good; of good quality; effective 
practice; competent; useful; 
commendable; good standard; 
strengths outweigh the shortcomings; 
appropriate provision although some 
possibilities for improvement exist 

Requires 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not sufficiently effective 
in meeting the needs of learners. 
There is need to address certain 
deficiencies without delay in order to 
ensure that provision is good or 
better. 

Fair; less than effective; less than 
sufficient; evident weaknesses that are 
impacting on learning; experiencing 
difficulty; shortcomings outweigh 
strengths; must improve in specified 
areas; action required to improve  

 

Requires 
significant 
improvement 
to achieve a 
good 
standard 

Provision that requires significant 
improvement to achieve a good 
standard is not meeting the needs of 
learners. There is immediate need for 
significant action to address the areas 
of concern.  

Weak; poor; ineffective; insufficient; 
unacceptable; experiencing significant 
difficulties; serious deficiencies in the 
areas evaluated; requiring significant 
change, development and improvement 
to be effective 

 

 

 


