
Viking raids in Ireland 

By Eimear foody 



Viking longships 

• In 795 AD Viking longships started to raid different places in Ireland  

• They were experts at building boats , that were used for long journeys  

• Longships were a type of Viking warship that have a long history in 
Scandinavia 

• On raids longships brought food , water , tools , weapons , and more  

• Viking longships could sail in shallow water so they could travel up rivers 
as well as across seas 

• In a raid , a ship could be hauled up on a beach





Weapons 
Vikings fought with long swords 

and axes . 
They didn’t wear a lot of armour . 
Some chieftains wore chainmail 
coats but most of them used a 
round wooden shield called a 

rond for protection 



Vikings 

• The Danish Vikings came to Ireland from about 849 AD and fought the 
Norsemen who came in 795 AD 

• Vikings or Norsemen from Scandinavia began to raid Ireland and they 
were greatly feared , because they killed anyone who got in their way or 
took they as slaves .  

• Vikings who came to Ireland from 795 AD were mostly from Norway . 

• The Vikings took advantage of the fact that Ireland was politically 
fractured at the time , to raid them .



The first raid 

• The first Viking raid in Ireland 
was in 795 AD  when the church 
in Lambeg Island , Dublin was 
plundered and burned .  

• In 795 AD it was the biggest 
raid in Ireland.  

• At first they raided monasteries 
along the coast and later 
moved inland .



Towns 

In 795 AD there’s were no true towns In Ireland , but rather 
scattered communities near monasteries  

Viking ports were in Dublin , Wexford , Waterford, Cork and Limerick 
which became the first large towns in Ireland  



Treasure

• We know Vikings stole 
treasures from Ireland because 
many of them were later 
found .  

• For example Ranvaig’s Casket 
was given on a loan to the 
National Museum of Ireland . It 
is usually in the National 
Museum of Denmark .



By Eimear Foody 

Thanks for watching 



VIKINGS



WHERE DID THE 

VIKINGS COME 

FROM ?



THE VIKINGS CAME TO 

EUROPE TO INVADE IT 

BECAUSE THEY WERE 

MOSTLY POOR 

THEMSELVES. THEY 

ALSO WANTED TO GET 

FAME AND GLORY. 

THEY THOUGHT IF 

THEY DIED, THEY 

WOULD HAVE FEASTS 

WITH THE GODS.        



WHERE DID THE 

VIKINGS INVADE ?



HOW LONG DID 

THE VIKINGS 

RAIDS LAST FOR ?



HOW WERE THE 

VIKINGS SO 

POWERFUL ? 



HERE ARE SOMEONE
VIKINGS MYTHS. THE 
VIKINGS DID NOT WEAR 
HORNED HELMETS. THERE 
SHIPS DID NOT HAVE 
DRAGONHEADS ON 
THEIR SHIPS. THEY DIDN’T 
FOLLOW THE LAW. THE 
VIKINGS WERE 
FOLLOWED THE LAW 
EVERY WELL AND EVEN 
HAD LIKE MODERN DAY 
COUNTS CALLED THINGS.    



DIFFERENT NAMES 

FOR VIKINGS WERE 

HORSEMEN, 

NORTHMAN AND 

OSTMEN.   



VIKINGS SPOOK OLD 

HORSE IT WAS A NORTH 

GERMANIC LANGUAGE 

ONCE SPOKEN IN 

SCANDINAVIA, THE FAROE 

ISLANDS, ICELAND, 

GREENLAND, AND IN PARTS 

OF RUSSIA, FRANCE AND 

THE BRITISH ISLES AND 

IRELAND. 



THE WENT 

SWIMMING, 

RUNNING, TUG A 

WAR AND THEY ALSO 

PLAYED A GAME 

WITH A BALL AND A 

STICK SOMETIMES 

THEY COULD GET 

HURT OR EVEN 

KILLED. 



VIKINGS USED 

SWORDS, AXES, 

SPEARS AND BOWS. 

THEY WERE SMALL 

MEN, BUT THEY WERE 

STRONG, SO IT WAS 

EASY FOR THEM TO 

FIGHT WITH THEIR 

SPEARS AND BOWS.  



LIFE FOR WOMEN IN 

THE VIKINGS AGES. 

WOMEN WERE 

TREATED LIKE THE 

MEN THEY HAD AS 

MUCH RIGHT AS 

THEM. THEY 

NORMALLY MARRIED 

AS YOUNG AS THEY 

WERE 12.   



THE LIFE EXPECTANCY 

OF THE VIKINGS 

WERE 50 AND MANY 

OF THEM DYING 

BEFORE THEY REACH 

THAT. ONLY A FEW 

OF THEM LIVED TO 

THE AGE OF 60.   



RAGNAR LODBROK, 

VIKING LEADER AND 

THE MOST FAMOUS 

VIKING WARRIOR, 

RAGNAR LODBROK 

LED MANY RAIDS ON 

FRANCE AND 

ENGLAND IN THE 9TH 

CENTURY.



THANK YOU FOR 

WATCHING.



Vikings Ireland 

BY ISABEL LYNOTT 
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u The Vikings were diverse Scandinavian seafarers from 
Norway,Sweden and Denmark.

u Their raids and subsequent settlements significantly impacted the 
cultures of Europe and were felt as far as the Mediterranean regions.

u The Vikings were all Scandinavian but not all Scandinavian were 
Vikings.

Who were the Vikings?



How the Vikings travelled 

u The Vikings used boats called longboats to travel across the seas. 

u The invention of these boats made it possible for these warriors to sail 
across the sea to attack countries in Europe.

u At the time Vikings had some of the most capable sailors and the 
most advanced boats.

u These were the key to their success .



Long boats



Vikings in Ireland 

u The Vikings who came to Ireland in 795AD were mainly from Norway.

u The Vikings stayed close to the coasts of Ireland targeting the 
monasteries as they had lots of valuables kept in them.

u They used the water ways to their advantage and plundered the 
monasteries in hit and run attacks.



Why they attacked Monasteries 

u There are various theories on why the Vikings attacked the 
monasteries.

u The most popular theory suggests that the monasteries held some of 
the most valuable relics and the Vikings wanted to  steal them . If 
there were old or rusty relics they would damage them ,they would 
take hostages and kill the clergy men. 

u Another theory is that word got to the Scandinavians that were else 
where in Europe, that Irelands monasteries had the best wealth.



Vikings in Ireland 



Vikings in Ireland 

u As the Vikings continued their raids on Ireland during the ninth 
century they established settlements around the country , many of 
which still survive today.One of the earliest Vikings settlements 
established at the mouth of the Liffey survived to become what is 
now modern Dublin.

u Over time settlements spread all over the country and today our 
now known as Dublin, Cork, Limerick etc.



How Vikings contributed to Ireland

u Their settlements have now turned into some of the most beautiful 
cities in the country 

u The Vikings brought rabbits into the country They introduced new 
words into the Irish language.

u They actually expanded Irelands trading links, Ireland started to 
trade with other places where the Vikings had a strong presence 
such as Turkey.



Weapons 

u The Vikings used a number of different types of weapons were used 
such as swords , axes , bow and arrows, lances and spears.

u They also used various aids to protect themselves in combat such as 
shields , helmets and chain mail.

u The weapons that Vikings possessed depended on the economic 
capacity.



Locations in Ireland shaped by 
Vikings 

u Viking Triangle, Waterford 
u Ferns ,Wexford
u Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin 
u Devenish Island, Fermanagh 
u Dunmore Cave , Kilkenny 
u Glendalough, Wicklow
u Rathlin Island, Antrim



Thank you for watching 
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⚔  VIKINGS ⚔  
 

By Niall Duffy  

 

 



 

Where were they from 

They came from Scandinavia 

But they travelled as far as Baghdad 

and North America. Their descendants 

could be found across Europe – for 

instance, the Normans in northern 

France were Viking descendants. 

 

 

  

 



 

What does Viking mean? 

Viking means “pirate raid” 

The word comes from the Old Norse 

language that was spoken in 

Scandinavia during the Viking Age. 

  

 



 

What did Vikings wear? 

Viking clothes were made from wool, 

linen and animal skins. The Vikings 

were skilful weavers and made their 

own clothes. Women, with the help of 

children, made the wool into yarn and 

used natural dyes from plants to give it 

colour. Men wore tunics and trousers 

and women wore a long dress with a 

pinafore over it. 

 

 



 

What did Vikings eat? 

Meat, fish, vegetables, cereals and milk 

products were all an important part of 

their diet. Sweet food was consumed in 

the form of berries, fruit and honey. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Viking Boats 

 Viking ships were marine vessels of 

unique structure, built by the Vikings 

during the Viking Age. The boat-types 

were quite varied, depending on what 

the ship was intended for, but they were 

generally characterized as being 

slender and flexible boats, with 

symmetrical ends with true keel. 

 

  

 



 

 

Tools and Weapons 

In the Viking Age a number of different 

types of weapons were used: swords, 

axes, bows and arrows, lances and 

spears. The Vikings also used various 

aids to protect themselves in combat: 

shields, helmets and chain mail. The 

weapons that Vikings possessed 

depended on their economic capacity. 

 

  

 



 

 

Death 

Vikings were buried with everything their 

families thought they would need in the 

afterlife. Ordinary Vikings were buried 

with their sword or favorite brooch, while 

the wealthiest men and women were 

buried in ships, to carry them to the next 

world. These were crammed full of their 

belongings, from clothes and weapons to 

kitchen goods and furniture. Horses, 

dogs, and even slaves were killed and laid 

to rest with the dead person. The ships 

were then covered with mounds of earth 

or set alight. 

 

 



 

Houses 

Vikings lived in long rectangular houses 

made with upright timbers (wood). The 

walls were made of wattle (woven sticks, 

covered with mud to keep out the wind 

and rain). Viking houses were often one 

room homes with a cooking fire in the 

middle. The smoke escaped through a 

hole in the roof. 

 

 

  

 



 

Viking Jobs 

There were blacksmiths, jewelers, 

weapon makers, fabric makers, potters, 

bone carvers, bakers, fishermen, hunters, 

warriors, sailors, boat builders, leather 

workers, wooden bowl makers, and 

more.  

 

 

  

 



 

Viking Children  

In the Viking Age children's lives were not 

differentiated from those of adults. 

Children were also put to work from a 

young age. They were part of the family 

and had to help with the daily tasks. 

Children helped their parents with indoor 

tasks, such as looking after the fireplace 

or making food. 

 

  

 



 

Vikings in Ireland  

The Vikings from the Scandinavian 

countries began raiding Ireland just 

before 800 AD and continued for two 

centuries before Brian Boru defeated 

them at the Battle of Clontarf in 1014. The 

first recorded Viking raid in Ireland 

occurred in 795 AD when the church on 

Lambeg Island in Dublin was plundered 

and burned. 

 

 



Vikings 

In 1793, terror descended on the coast of Northumbria as 

armed raiders attacked the defenceless monastery of St 

Cuthbert on Lindisfarne. The terrified by the Vikings, seaborne 

pirates from Scandinavia who would prey on coastal communities 

in north- Western Europe for more than two centuries and 

create for themselves a reputation as fierce and pitiless 

warriors.  

The Vikings originated in what is now Denmark, Norway and 

Sweden (although centuries before they became unified 

countries). Their homeland was overwhelmingly rural, with 

almost no towns. The vast majority earned a meagre living 

through agriculture, or along the coast, by fishing.  

Advances in shipping technology in the 7th and 8th centuries 

meant that boats were powered by sails rather than solely by 

oars. These were then added to vessels made of overlapping 

planks ('clinker-built') to create longships, swift shallow-draft 

boats that could navigate coastal and inland waters and land on 

beaches. 

 

Rachel Hannon 



The Vikings

BY ROBYN O’CONNOR



Vikings

Who were the Vikings?
 The Vikings were people from the Scandinavian countries of 

northern Europe: Denmark, Norway, and Sweden. 

 They were great travellers, sailing all over Europe and the 
Atlantic in their longboats. 

 They has a reputation for being really fierce and warlike, but 
they also set up trading towns all around the coasts of Europe.

 They were also farmers, fishermen, highly skilled craftsmen, 
and traders. They made beautiful objects out of wood, metal, 
and bone and wove highly patterned cloth

 The word Viking comes from the Old Norse for a pirate raid.



Vikings
 The Vikings from the Scandinavian countries began raiding in 

Ireland in AD 795 - that's well over one thousand years ago 
and continued for two centuries before Brian Boru defeated 
them at the Battle of Clontarf in 1014  

 They changed the course of Irish history, and made a huge 
impact to the way Ireland is today.

 They travelled inland up the bigger rivers - like the Danube, 
the Rhine and, in Ireland, up the Shannon.

 By the 10th century, they had founded settlements in Dublin, 
Waterford, Wexford and Limerick.



Vikings

The Vikings created Ireland’s first city

 Waterford became the first main naval base 
to be established by the Vikings (914 AD), 
which makes it Ireland’s oldest city. 

 Today, Ireland’s ‘Viking Triangle’ – named in 
acknowledgement of the triangular shape of 
the 10th-century walls – can be explored 
through a guided tour where visitors follow in 
the Vikings footsteps around different 
cultural and heritage attractions

 Here is a picture of the round tower found in 
Waterford.



Vikings

Why did the Vikings attack monasteries?

The Vikings built Ireland’s most famous cathedral
Christ Church Cathedral

 Despite their strong pagan beliefs, many Vikings who 
settled in Ireland grew to adopt Christianity. 

 So much so that it was the Viking Norse King of Dublin 
himself who, ordered the construction of Christ Church 
Cathedral in 1028 AD.

 One of today’s most popular tourist attractions, this 
former Viking church is Dublin’s oldest working structure. 

 It holds enormous religious significance to this day.

 There are various theories on why the Vikings attacked monasteries in 
Ireland. One such theory suggests the Vikings, who were pagan, preyed on 
the monastic movement. 

 They stole and damaged relics, took hostages, and killed the clergy men. 
Another theory is that word got to the Scandinavians, who were elsewhere in 
Europe, that Ireland’s monasteries had great wealth



Vikings
Fun Facts 
 Did you know that when important Vikings died, they 

would be placed with all their clothes, jewellery, even 
their animals, in a burial ship. This would either be 
covered with a huge mound of earth or set alight and 
pushed out to sea.

 And did you know that Vikings did not wear horns on 
their helmets!!!

 The Vikings brought rabbits to Ireland!!
It was reportedly the Vikings introduced rabbits to 
Ireland by bringing them aboard their longboats during 
lengthy journeys. We’re sure this is one fact about the 
Vikings in Ireland that you probably didn’t know!



Vikings

Viking clothes
 Most of their clothes were made 

from wool, linen and animal skins.

 The Vikings were very talented 
weavers and made their 
own clothes. 

 Women and children, made the wool 
into yarn and used natural dyes 
from plants to give it colour. 

 Men wore tunics and trousers and 
women wore a long dress with a 
pinafore over it!!!!



Viking Homes

 The Viking home was  crowded but cozy Home.

 Vikings lived in a long, narrow building called a longhouse. 

 Most had timber frames, with walls of wattle and daub and thatched 
roofs. Where wood was scarce, longhouses were made of turf and sod.

 Viking houses were often one room homes with a cooking fire in the 
middle. The smoke escaped through a hole in the roof.

 Most people lived on farms. At the centre of the farming was the  
longhouse. This was up to 30 metres in length.

 Animals and people lived in the same building. The animals lived in a 
byre at one end of the house and the people lived at the other.

 The people sat and slept on raised platforms along the walls. Pillows 
stuffed with feathers made this more comfortable.

 Only the rich people had chairs or beds. The beds covers were woollen 
blankets or warm furs. Ordinary people sat on benches or stools, or 
just sat cross-legged on the floor.



Dublin & The Vikings

 During the Viking reign Dublin became the most 
important town in Ireland especially for trade. It is in 
fact one of the best known Viking settlements.

 No less than two Viking settlements have been 
uncovered in the city, one at Wood Quay and the other 
at Christ Church Cathedral

 Today, if you are in Dublin you can go on the Viking 
Splash Tour, which is so much fun and a great way to 
see the sights of Dublin – both on land and by water! I 
was on it last year and it was amazing!

 The Viking Tour Guides tells you all about Viking Dublin, 
and you get to see sights such as Christ Church, St 
Patrick’s Cathedral and Trinity College. 



Vikings

Thank you, I hope you enjoyed it!!!!!



Vikings 

Vikings didn't actually wear horns on their helmets.  

Vikings used a unique liquid to set fires.  

Vikings buried their dead in their boats.  

Vikings were active in the slave trade.  

The days of the week are named after Viking gods.  

The Vikings abandoned sick children.  

Vikings used: swords, axes, bows and arrows, spears and lances.  

The Vikings also used aids to protect themselves in combat such 

as: shields, helmets and chain mail.  

The weapons Vikings possessed depended on their economic 

capacity.  

Vikings drank ale, mead or buttermilk daily.  

Feasts consisted of the same food meat, fish, fowl, vegetables, 

wild greens, bread and fruit. They had a greater variety than 

usual of meal and more of it.  

Vikings enjoyed drinking ale and mead at feasts.  

Mead is a strong fermented drink made from honey. 

 

Rian Hannon 



               Vikings in Ireland
                             By Trudie Moran                            



                         Who Were the Vikings

1. Vikings were also called norsemen.
2. They came from Scandinavia.
3. They left Scandinavia to look for better places to farm.
4. They spoke a language called Norse.
5. Viking families began to settle in Ireland,England,Scotland 

and France.
6. The word ‘Viking means ‘pirates’,’Port-attackers’ and 

people of the bays. 

 



                        The Invade To Ireland                 

The vikings first invaded ireland in 795 AD.At that time The Viking 
longships began to raid various places Ireland. At first they attacked the 
monasteries along the coast and later they raided inland people were 
scared of the Vikings because they killed whoever stood in their path or 
took them as slaves .They were very skilled at building longboats for long 
journeys. 



               How     to    build  a   longbo at
Step 1=selecting timbers of the  right shapes. Most of the people of Norway built 
the boats out of pine trees oak would be better but there are not many oak trees in 
Norway.

Step 2=Laying the keel.The keel is the backbone of the ship. Make sure the timber 
is long enough to run the whole bottom of your boat.

Step 3=The sides Sides an the Ribs.The sides are made of timbers that overlap 
slightly.To keep the boat watertight animal hair and moss along the plank edges.

Step 4=the sails.The sails were made of sheep wool and linen then the woman 
weaved it together to make sails. 

   



                                   

longship



                         Home Sweet Home 
After the vikings invaded Ireland they settled in .There are 
remains of houses in Dublin Waterford and Cork . The viking’s 
houses were called Viking longhouses. They were long and 
narrow.A viking’s family or extended family all ate worked and 
slept in the cramped Viking longhouse there was little or no 
privacy in the Longhouses.  



                   How to make a viking longhouse
Step 1= first you put in four large posts. These large posts will hold the roof up.

Step 2=next you in a line of stakes these will be the walls.

Step 3=Thirdly using a strong basket weave ,weave willow or hazel around the stakes to make walls . If 
you want your house to stronger and built better have two sets of basket weave walls put moss and 
heather  between them for more heat and installation the Vikings learnt this clever trick from the irish 
builders.

The vikings didn’t need much furniture a bench was for sitting working and sleeping on  the few chairs they 
had where for very special people .it was dark only lit up by the fire in the middle of the room and the floor 
was warm and sweet smelling. 



                             Vikings Weapons 

       Poor vikings                                                                                                                             rich vikings



                         
What Did Vikings 
eat?

When a viking went to a 
feast they ate 
fish,meat,vegetables, 
bread and fruit. They ate 
greater portions then 
there normal meal 
though. They enjoyed 
drinking ale and mead 
during feasts too. 



                    How did the vikings leave Ireland ?
The Vikings who came to Ireland were Norse vikings and they were mostly from 
the area of Norway. Then one day in 849 AD the Danish vikings arrived and fought 
the Norse vikings. 

Also  By 902 the King of Leinster and the King of Brega started an attack on the 
Vikings of Dublin.The Viking King of Dublin and his followers fled Ireland and 
abandoning most of their ships.



               How we remember the Vikings
● Many Viking words are still are still around 

today such as ‘sister’ ‘Knife’ and ‘egg’.     
●     The vikings also introduced rabbits to 

Ireland the Vikings are long gone or 
blended in but the rabbits are here to stay.   

● The 12th century window at Annaghdown 
Cathedral in county Galway is a perfect 
example of a thing to remember the 
vikings.  

Annaghdown 
cathedral.



    Thanks for listening!


