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A pair of gold discs

• These discs are from around 2200-2000 BC and are from Tedavent in Co. 
Monaghan  

• In the Early Bronze Age the ability to turn crude rocks into objects of 
dazzling brightness must have imbued them with some sense of the 
magical . 

• It is believed the discs relate to a cult at the sun and the cruciform shapes 
in the design are intended to represent its life giving rays  

• One interpretation of the discs is that they were placed as symbolic breasts 
on the king ,creating an image that fused the leader with life giving deity.

Gleninsheen Gold Gorget  

• The marks on the right side of this dazzling gold collar , show that it was roughly 
bent in two before being thrust into a rock fissure in the Barren , in Co . Clare .  

• It is a technical and artistic achievement at the apex of  gold working in the 
Europe of its time .  

• It was made by applying a range of techniques like repoussé , chasing , raising , 
stamping , twisting , and stitching . 

• There is evidence that gorgets like this one may be an ultra-luxurious and 
superfine expression of a contemporary European fashion . 

• This Gorget is from around c.800-700BC .



Cunorix Gravestones

• Cunorix is a latinised version of the Irish language which means “Hound 
King , Son of the tribe of Holly “. 

• These are from AD 460-75 

• Cunorix was an Irish king thought to have been a powerful figure in 
Western England at that time . 

• The Cunorix slab was found in Wroxteter near Shrewbury in the Western 
English country of Shropshire .

Ardagh Chalice

• This chalice is from the Eighth Century 

• Discovered in 1868 under a stone slab in a ringfort in Reerasta near 
Ardagh , Co. Limerick . 

•  Along with the Derrynaflan Chalice ,this is one of the finest liturgical 
vessels of the Early Christian World . 

• What is extraordinary,though is the number of pieces that makeup the 
chalice ; more than 350! 



Ballinderry Sword 

• This sword is from the Mid-Ninth Century  

• This is one of the finest surviving examples of a technology that helped to 
transform Ireland in the ninth and tenth centuries . 

• The sword is a Viking sword  

• The Vikings typically imported their blades from high quality workshops in 
the territory of the Frankish empirer (today’s Germany)  

• While the blade may have been imported , the Hilton’s pommel were 
made in Scandinavia . 

Carved crook

• The carved crook is from the Early Eleventh Century  

• Around 954 Dublin became the main urban centre not just of the Irish Sea but 
of the Western Vikings .  

• Some items of personal ornamentation such as oval brooches typical of 
Scandinavian women have been found in Ireland but never in Dublin . 

• This suggests that female population of the town was almost entirely Irish.  

• Groups of raiders moved back and fourth between Britain , Ireland and 
Continent .  

• The development of Dublin was shaped by these patterns 



Stongbow’s Tomb

• Is from the twelfth century .  

• Strongbow died in Dublin in April 1176  

• Strongbow summed up the qualities of the Anglo-Norman elite ; energetic 
opportunistic, military prowess and acquisitive efficiency . 

• Normans were for their extreme violence and cold calculation . During the 
so-called Harrying of the North in 1069-70 , the Normans destroyed foos 
stocks to create a murderous famine  

By Eimear Foody 

Thanks for watching 



Ancient Irish objects 

  

Mesolithic fish trap - 5000 BC - the people who made 

this trap were adept at using what was around them.

 

 

Ceremonial axe head - 3600 BC - Stone axes made with 

ground cutting edges were first developed sometime in 

the late Pleistocene in Australia.  

 

 

 



Neolithic bowl - c. 3500 BC - The bowl is simple 

enough, very dark with burnished surfaces and 

relatively crude lattice pattern decorations. It may have   

been used for drinking.  

 

 

Flint mace head - 3300–2800 BC - The unknown artist 

took a piece of very hard pale-grey flint, flecked with 

patches of brown, and carved each of its six surfaces 

with diamond shapes and swirling spirals. 

 

  

 



Pair of gold discs - 2200–2000 BC - One interpretation 

of the gold discs is that they were placed as symbolic 

breasts on the chest of a king.  

 

 

Iron spearhead - 800–675 BC - This iron spearhead is of 

a kind familiar enough from the Ireland of 500 AD. 

Andy Halpin of the National Museum of Ireland says 

that it “wouldn't be out of place in the early medieval 

period”.   

 

 



 Broighter boat - c. 100 BC - The remarkable 

Broighter hoard, arguably the finest treasure trove of 

the Irish Iron Age, was discovered on a February 

evening in 1896 by two Derry men.  

 

  



ARTEFACTS
By Isabel Lynott 



My families house

■ My granny grew up in a cottage in Ballina which has now been standing for nearly 
200 years!

■ It has always been my families house because my great, great grandad built it in the 
early 1800’s.

■ My grannies generation were the last ones to live in the house. But in the 1970’s my 
great uncle Charlie refurbished it a little

■ When ever my great uncle Micky comes over from England he always stay there.



The house 



The horse shed

■ My great uncle Charlie loved horses growing up and had a horse shed just across 
the road. 

■ He was also was really big into farming and helping out on the farm.

■ He loved his horses one of them was called Blacky and the other was called Bank 
strike. 

■ In 1978 Trevor Coyle rode Banks strike at the Dublin horse show and did the highest 
jump.

■ The horse shed has not been used since great uncle Charlie’s death but at my 
family reunion everyone went to the shed and took a horse shoe for each family.



The horse shed 



The shopping list 

■ When I told my granny about this project she knew that she could give me loads of 
information on families artefacts. 

■ The first thing she got me was her families shopping list from the late 1950’s.

■ The shopping list felt quite worn out and the writing was hard to read.



The shopping list 

■ The shopping list only had meals for special occasions e.g. the first list was written 
on Christmas Eve, for their Christmas dinner.

■ Since it was roughly 70 years it was done in shillings , punts and  pence.



Thanks for watching 
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ARTEFACTS

BY ROBYN O’CONNOR



ARTEFACTS
Tara Brooch
• The Tara Brooch is a Celtic brooch that 

helped to fasten large clothing!

• It was made in 650 to 750 AD and it was 
found in Meath in 1850!

• The Tara Brooch is 18cm (7 inches).

• The brooch consists of a series of trays into 
which silver gilt and gold panels fit.

• Sadly, a number of these panels have been 
lost over its lifetime!

• The Celts were clearly before their time 
creating such beautiful practical jewellery 
similar to what we have know as brooches 
worn as fashion jewellery today,



ARTEFACTS

Dolly Peg

• A Dolly Peg was an implement for washing clothes in the late 
19th Century. It was made from wood, had a crossways handle at 
the top, and legs coming out of the base

• The dolly peg made this job a little easier. A downward and 
rotational action moved the laundry around inside a washtub, 
the swirling and twisting motion agitating the cloth.

• Early tubs were wooden and stave-built, like barrels. However, 
by the end of the 19th century, zinc ‘Dolly Tubs’ were available, 
and these were lighter and easier to clean

• A big difference from our hi-tech Washing machines today, 
which work at the touch of a button!



ARTEFACTS

Ballinderry sword   
• The Ballinderry Sword is an iron Viking-style weapon 

found in a bog on the site of a crannog (lake dwelling) 
in Ballinderry, near Moate, County Westmeath, Ireland 
in 1928. 

• It was found along with other Viking objects: a 
longbow, two spearheads, an axe head and a gaming 
board. 

• The settlement dates from between the late 9th and 
early 11th century and the collection of artefacts 
uncovered appears to fit the profile of a wealthy Irish 
farmer or of a local ruler.



ARTEFACTS
Titanic Launch ticket 
• Shortly after noon on May 31st, 1911, a huge crowd gathered at 

the Harland and Woolf shipyard at Queen’s Island in Belfast 
Lough for the launch of the great transatlantic liner ‘Titanic’. 
Among them were many of the workers who had built it. 

• This ticket was issued to Mr David Moneypenny, a Harland & 
Wolff painter who worked on Titanic's first-class 
accommodation. The creases in the ticket suggest it was folded 
and kept in his pocket. 

• For him, for his colleagues, for Belfast and for Protestant 
Ulster, this was a moment of extraordinary accomplishment. 
Titanic was at the leading edge of twentieth-century technology.

• Nowadays tickets for travelling have changed so much. They 
have become much more detailed including personal details, 
flight numbers, sailing numbers, seat number, confirmation 
numbers, times and no longer have to be in paper form, as we can 
travel all over the world using e-tickets now!



Artefacts

Singer Vintage Sewing Machine
• In the early 1850s, Isaac Merritt Singer inventing the first really practical 

sewing machine of the times. Over the following decades, Singer continued 
developing his improved sewing machine to include the following features:

• A traverse shuttle, An eye-pointed straight needle A presser foot, A support 
table, A slot for a roughened feed wheel Gear operation A treadle and Lock 
stitching.

• The one in the picture is similar to the one my Greatgranny had. You pressed 
your feet up and down on the pedal under the table, spun the little wheel and 
the needle moved up and down sewing whatever your wanted. It didn’t use 
electricity like the modern day sewing machines. They were a very important 
machine to have in the olden days as clothes were mainly homemade and old 
clothes were repaired or patched up if they were worn.

• Although modern machines have come along way their shape and main 
features seem to have remained similar and are powered by electricity now 
also.



Artefacts

Late 1960’s Sterogram

This is an old device that we inherited from an old family friend.
It looks like an ordinary table or sideboard but this table will give 
you a surprise! Lift up the lid to find an old record player known as a 
gramophone, tape deck and a radio inside.
Although not as old as some artefacts this Sterogram for playing 
music shows how our modern day devices have evolved. Record 
players were in widespread use until the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
when the popularity of CD players rapidly made them obsolete.
And nowadays we have even moved away from CDs to downloading or 
streaming our music from Spotify or youtube using the internet. We 
can just ask Google or Alexa to play a tune and straight away it 
plays. 



Artefacts
GAA Medal 1887 

• This gold medal was presented to a Limerick player, P.J. Corbett, a member of 
the team that won the first all-Ireland Gaelic football championship final.

• On 1 November 1884, at Hayes’s Hotel in Thurles, Co. Tipperary, Michael 
Cusack led the first meeting of the ‘Gaelic Athletic Association . He and others 
were now determined that Ireland would have its own distinctive sporting 
culture. The GAA set out to take control of Irish athletics, to start the 
ancient sport of hurling and to develop Gaelic football.

• The Gaelic Athletic Association today is Irelands largest sporting organisation. 
It is part of our culture and so important in Irish society.

• Within six months of that famous meeting, GAA clubs began to spring up all 
over Ireland and people began to play games and took part in athletic events. 

• The GAA today promotes Gaelic games such as Hurling, Football, Handball and 
Rounders. The GAA works with sister organisations to promote Camogie and 
Ladies Football. 

• The GAA club has over 2200 clubs in all 32 counties of Ireland. My LGFA Medal from last year!



Artefacts

Thanks for watching, I hope you enjoyed it!



100 OBJECTS



                       Basket Earrings
The First Object i’m going to talk about is the basket earrings . Once a man was 
buried alone at Amesbury,close to the English monument stonehenge The man 
was in his early 30s or 40s and he was buried at around 2400 to 2200 BC.Fromm 
all the big range of all the objects in the man’s grave it was clear he had a 
considerable status (well-off) The objects there were similar to the finds in the 
same time periods in Ireland.The man was wearing gold basket shape earrings 
and hair pieces.The man is named the ‘Amesbury Archer’ He grew up in Germany 
or Switzerland where the where mining and use of copper and gold had been 
known for a long time.He probably then made his way to England then via France 
why does all of this matter to Ireland?Because he shows evidence of the biggest 
development following the emergence of agriculture the mining and shaping of 
metals. 



    Basket Earrings

Name=Basket earrings.

Time=c.2300 BC

Did you know=Some people 
thought they were worn around 
the ear but others think they 
were for your hair.

            BASKET EARRINGS



                             IRON SPEARHEAD
The Iron spearhead was found in the River Inny in Lacken in 
County Westmeath.Spearheads are familiar enough to find in 
Ireland From the Ireland of 500 AD The amazing thing about it is 
that it is iron which is from a time period which hundreds of 
years older before experts taught there was any iron used in 
Ireland.It is the combination of the early date and the 
condition of the spearhead that is also startling because it is 
so well kept.It means the people in that time were a lot more 
sophisticated than we thought. It seems logical that the sudden 
appearance of iron was because of the celts.Conversely if there 
was no sudden and late arrival of iron,The idea of the celts 
seems looks highly dubious.  



The iron 
spearhead



The carved crook
The Carved Crook is from the early eleventh century.The purpose of 
the carved crook is not clear but it may have been the handle of a 
whip.It is recognisably influenced by ringerike style named after the 
district of Norway where it came from it came to Ireland in 914 when 
they arrived of county Waterford . 



Carved
Crock



                                                The Book Of Kells

The book of Kells is not just the greatest work of visual art but also it is one of the 
many of the great creations of Western art.It has even be called the Irish version 
of the Sistine Chapel in in the Vatican City one big difference between the two is 
that the manuscript in the book of kells is funny and playful with touches of 
comedy cover to cover.It is from the year c.800.There has been a lot of arguments 
about where the book was made there has been suggestions have been ranging 
to that it is from Spain to the great monastery at Lindisfarne in Northumbria.The 
consensus is that it is from an island in lona,off the west coast of Scotland who 
had a heavily Irish monastery that was founded by saint Colmcille in 563.But for 
know it can be seen in the old library in Trinity College in Dublin.        



 THE BOOK OF KELLS



Conestoga wagons are from the 18th Century.They were made by the early 
German immigrants at Eastern Pennsylvania in the 1730s.They were made longer 
and deeper than the European wagons they were also covered with canvas (but 
first it was hemp)It had small manuveral wheels that were very strong because it 
could carry families and heavy weights.After 1718 a lot of people left Ulster 
because there crop failed 200,000 people left Ulster for colonial America a lot of 
people migrated  on Conestoga wagons.If you would like to see one of these 
wagon you can see one in the Ulster American Folk Party.          

                           Conestoga wagons



Conestoga wagon



The book of common prayer is from the year 1551.Was the first book printed in 
Ireland.Most of the initial impetus for the use of political and administrative,But it 
became an important weapon in the struggles between the energetic new 
Protestant faiths and Catholic  Counter-Reformation.

The first use of print in Ireland came in the wake of the rebellion against the crown 
by Silken Thomas FitzGerald, when the Tudor monarchy set about building a 
effective permanent government in Ireland. Printed royal orders were sent from 
London, and they were printed as  copies of the law to the chieftain called Con 
O’Neill .You can find the common book of prayer in Royal Irish Academy.         

The BOOK OF COMMON pRAYER



                       TitaniC ‘Launch Ticket’
The Titanic Launch ticket is from the year 1911.A bit noon on the 31st of May 1911 
a huge crowd gathered around the Harland and Wolff shipyard at Belfast lough for 
the launch of the titanic.The person who owned the ticket i am talking about was 
called David MoneyPenny who was a ships painter who worked on first class 
quarters.For David his Colleagues and the whole of Belfast this was a very proud 
moment.Early in the morning on the 15th April 1912  when the huge ship sank on 
its voyage. Three days after the ship sank there was a third home rule introduced. 
Three months after vicious and organised assaults forced all Catholics out of 
shipyards.you can see the titanic in the Ulster folk and transport museum.



Titanic 
Launch 
Ticket.




